WHAT IS A LASER?

The LASER (Leonardo Art Science Evening Rendezvous) series is a local forum for presenting art and science projects underway in the Bay Area that are creative, original and interdisciplinary in nature. Each evening, free of charge and open to the public, features four artists, scientists, philosophers, historians, inventors and scholars who are working on paradigm shifts. LASERs are held every month and alternate between San Francisco (at the University of San Francisco) and Stanford University. They are currently chaired by author Piero Scaruffi jointly with prof. Tami Spector at USF and with the Continuing Studies Program at Stanford University. The series is now in its fourth year, having started in January 2008. As of July 2011, the series had presented about 100 speakers.  A parallel series is held at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington DC (named “DASERs”).

The LASERs reflect the eclectic and idiosyncratic environment of the Bay Area, where the borders between disciplines have been blurred for decades, searching for new meaning at the convergence among academic research (speakers have come from Stanford Univ, UC Berkeley, UC Davis, USF, SFSU, UC Santa Cruz, SFSU, California College of the Arts), independent research institutes (Diatrope Institute, Recology, Green Museum, Zero Gravity Art Consortium),  high-tech labs (IBM, Google, NASA AMES),  museums (DeYoung Museum, Berkeley Art Museum, California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco Exploratorium), and the countless independent photographers, architects, composers, origami artists, filmmakers, game designers and interactive digital artists that operate in the region. The LASERs have also hosted distinguished visitors from other regions and countries (CNRS Marseille, MIT, UCLA, INA Paris, University of London).

At the same time the LASERs allow the audience to socialize and connect, and of course to interact with the presenters.  This is creating networks within the network, but mainly helps everybody think differently: the most common reaction to a LASER is to have experienced a new concept that was not obvious from just reading literature and visiting galleries.

To find out more (schedules and programs) visit www.scaruffi.com/leonardo

Leonardo/ISAST (www.leonardo.info) is dedicated to nurturing the alliance between the arts and sciences by bringing these social networks together, leading  to greater creativity and social change.
