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The Space Age 

ÅHappenings/ Performance Art 

ÅGutai Bijutsu Kyokai (1954. Japan)  

ïOutdoor installations, theatrical events and art-
making events 

ÅAllan Kaprow (1927, USA): "Eighteen Happenings 
in Six Partsñ (1959), the first major ñhappeningò 

ïThe visual arts must move towards theater 

ïInfluenced by John Cage 

ÅGeorge Maciunas (1931, Europe and USA): Fluxus 
movement to bridge art and life (1962) 

 



3 

The Space Age 

ÅHappenings/ Performance Art 

ÅAllan Kaprow (1927, USA) 

ñFluidsò (1967) that leaves absolutely 

nothing behind (the community builds 

huge ice structures that melt) 

"Eighteen Happenings in Six 

Partsñ (1959) 

ñEatò (1964) 
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The Space Age 

ÅHappenings/ Performance Art 

ÅGeorge Brecht (1926, USA): Fluxus 

"Water Yam" (1963),  70 

event-scores together, created 

over a four-year period from 

1959 to 1963 
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The Space Age 

ÅHappenings/ Performance Art 

ÅGustav Metzger (1926, Britain)  

Åpublished the manifesto "Auto-Destructive Art" 
(1959) 

Ålectured at the London Architectural Association 
(1964), followed by a "happening" of destruction 
of artworks 

Metzger creating a piece 

that self-destroyed after 

a few minutes (1961) 
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The Space Age 

ÅHappenings/ Performance Art 

ÅClaes Oldenburgôs Ray Gun Spex, a series of 
happenings (1960) with Jim Dine, Al Hansen, 
Kaprow, Whitman, etc 

ÅJudith Malina's and Julian Beck's Living 
Theatre: "Paradise Now" (1968) 

 

"Paradise Now" (1968): the actors 

provoke arguments until the audience 

leaves 
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The Space Age 
ñEvening of Happeningsò @ Reuben Gallery (Jan 1960)  

 

ñLeap into the Voidò  

Jim Dine: ñCar Crash 1ò (Nov 1960) 

Robert Whitman: "American Moon" 

(Nov 1961) 
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The Space Age 
Claes Oldenburg & Jim Dine organize the ñRay Gun Spexò 

happening at the Judson Church (Feb 1960) 

Simone Forti and Patty Oldenburg 

perform "Rollers" 

Robert Morris and Yvonne Rainer 

perform "See Sawñ 
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The Space Age 
Happenings @ Reuben Gallery 

(1961) 

 

ñLeap into the Voidò  

Claes Oldenburg: ñCircus 

Ironworks/Fotodeathò (Feb 

1961) 

Robert Whitman: "American Moon" 

(Nov 1961) 
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The Space Age 

Judson Dance Theater 

July 1962: 17 students of Robert Ellis 
Dunn's dance class perform at the Judson 
Memorial Church in Greenwich Village 

 including Yvonne Rainer, Deborah Hay, 
David Gordon, Lucinda Childs, Steve 
Paxton, Trisha Brown 
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The Space Age 

May 1963: Yam Festival month-

long series of happenings 

organized by George Brecht 

and Robert Watts at George 

Segalôs farm 

including Allan Kaprow, John 

Cage, Al Hansen, Dick Higgins, 

La Monte Young, Karlheinz 

Stockhausen, Ray Johnsoné 
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The Space Age 

ñ9 Evenings of Theatre and Engineeringò (1966) 

with 10 artists and 30+ engineers 

Billy Kluver 



13 

The Space Age 
ñ9 Evenings of Theatre and Engineeringò 

Yvonne Rainer: 

"Carriage 

Discreteness" for 

remote-controlled 

dancers 

Alex Hay: "Grass 

Field", music 

generated by 

brainwaves and body 

movements 

John Cage's "Variations VII" for 10 

telephones and intercepted radio 

waves 

Robert 

Rauschenberg's 

"Open Score" 
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The Space Age 
ÅDadaism 

ïMarcel Duchamp (1887, France) 

ÅThe readymade: "In 1913 I had 
the happy idea to fasten a bicycle 
wheel to a kitchen stool and watch 
it turn.ñ 

ÅInteractive and kinetic 
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The Space Age 
ÅConceptual Art 

ïMarcel Duchamp (1887, France) 

ÅñFountainò (1917) 

ÅñTu mò (1918) with safety pins and 
nut and bolt 

ÅñLHOOQò (1919) a readymade 
Mona Lisa with moustaches 


