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What the Greeks knew 

ÅBurial customs 

ïPrehistoric inhabitants of Greece: Inhumation 

ïHittites: Cremation 

ïAcheans/Mycenae: Inhumation 

ïLate Mycenae (1000 BC): Cremation 

ïGreeks/Athens (till 8th c): Cremation  

ïAthens (8th on): Inhumation 
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What the Greeks knew 

ÅPainting 

ïAthens develops an artistic language 

ïThe geometric style (11th c BC)  

ïThe narrative style (7th c BC) 

ÅMythology (inherited from Mycenae) 

ÅHomerôs poems (that deal with Mycenaean 

history) 

ïHorses are prominent 

ïPainting predates sculpture by centuries 
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What the Greeks knew 

ÅPainting 

ïThe geometric style (11th c BC)  

Monumental geometric amphora  

(8th c BC)  

Athens National Museum 
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What the Greeks knew 

ÅVases 

Chariots 8th c BC 

(Metropolitan Museum) 

 7th c BC - Herakles fighting  

the centaur Nessos 

(Metropolitan Museum) 

Horse and deer 

720 BC 

(Berlin Museum) 
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What the Greeks knew 

ÅVases 

 Geometric birds, 700 BC 

(Getty Villa) 

 Geometric animals, 475 BC 

(Getty Villa) 
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What the Greeks knew 

ÅPainting 

ïOrientalizing style (7th c BC) 

7th c BC, Louvre, Paris) 
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What the Greeks knew 

ÅPainting 

ïNarrative style (7th c BC) 

Melian amphora (7th c BC) 

(Athens National Museum) 
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What the Greeks knew 

ÅPainting 

ïñChigi vase" (650 BC)  

(Villa Giulia, Roma) 

Phalanx 

 

 

Horsemen 

 

 

Lion hunt 
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What the Greeks knew 

ÅPainting 

ïñEuphronios Krater" (Euphronios, 6th c BC)  

(Villa Giulia, Roma) 

Hermes directing Sleep and Death 

as they transport Sarpedon, the 

dead son of Zeus, to Lycia for 

burial. 
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What the Greeks knew 

ÅPainting 

ïKleitias: "Vase Francois" (570 BC)  

(Museo Archeologico, Firenze) 

Hunt of Calydonian boar 

Funeral games of Patroclus  

 

Wedding of Peleus and 

Thetis 

Achilles pursuing Troilus.  

 

 Battle of pygmies and 

cranes. 
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What the Greeks knew 

ÅPainting 

Nakio runners (530 BC) 
(Metropolitan Museum) 

Andokides 530 BC 

Red on black! 

(Metropolitan Museum) Euphronion 515 BC 

(Metropolitan Museum) 
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What the Greeks knew 

ÅPainting 

Women weaving 

(530 BC, Metropolitan Museum) 
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What the Greeks knew 

 6th c BC vases 

(Boston Museum of Fine Arts) 
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What the Greeks knew 

 Athenian School ï Duris Cup 

(Royal Museum, Berlin) 
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What the Greeks knew 

 Kissing couple (highly unusual) on Greek vase of 460BC  

(Art Institute of Chicago) 
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What the Greeks knew 

 Eretria epinetron: scenes from the women's quarters (430 BC)  

(Athens National Museum) 
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What the Greeks knew 

ÅArchaic sculpture 

Calf-bearer (590 BC) 

Acropolis Museum, Athens 

Rampin Horseman 

(560 BC), oldest  

equestrian statue 
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What the Greeks knew 

ÅArchaic sculpture 

Poseidon of Artemision  

(bronze of (5th c BC)  

(National Museum, Athens) 

The Piraeus 

Apollo, the oldest 

known  

bronze statue of 

Greece (530 BC) 
(National Museum, 

Athens)   


